
 

 

  

Children’s liturgy – The Nativity of the Lord 
 
Preparing the worship space 
Colour: white 
Props: A crib, props and costumes for acting out the gospel story. 
 
Welcome: Today is a very special day. It is Christmas day when we celebrate the 
birth of Jesus. Even though he is the Son of God, Jesus was born in a stable and 
laid in a manger, not in a big palace or soft bed. Let’s think a bit more about that 
today. 
 
Song suggestions: Away in a manger (66, Celebration Hymnal for Everyone), 
While shepherds watched (810, Celebration Hymnal for Everyone). 
 
Opening prayer: God of joy, you love the world so much that you sent your Son 
Jesus to show us how to live. Help us to recognise Jesus in all people. Amen.  
 
First reading (optional): Isaiah 9:1-7 
 
Psalm: Psalm 95:1-2a, 2b-3, 11-12, 13 
 
Gospel acclamation: everyone stands and sings the gospel acclamation together.  
 
Gospel: Luke 2:1-14 

At that time the Emperor Augustus ordered a census to be taken throughout the 
Roman Empire. When this first census took place, Quirinius was the governor of 
Syria. Everyone, then, went to register himself, each to his own town. 

Joseph went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to the town of Bethlehem in Judea, 
the birthplace of King David. Joseph went there because he was a descendant of 
David. He went to register with Mary, who was promised in marriage to him. She was 
pregnant, and while they were in Bethlehem, the time came for her to have her 
baby. She gave birth to her first son, wrapped him in strips of cloth and laid him in a 
manger — there was no room for them to stay in the inn. 

There were some shepherds in that part of the country who were spending the night 
in the fields, taking care of their flocks. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone over them. They were terribly afraid, but the angel said to 
them, “Don't be afraid! I am here with good news for you, which will bring great joy to 
all the people. This very day in David's town your Saviour was born — Christ the 
Lord! And this is what will prove it to you: you will find a baby wrapped in strips of 
cloth and lying in a manger.” 

Suddenly a great army of heaven's angels appeared with the angel, singing praises 
to God: 
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 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and peace on earth to those with whom he is pleased!” 

 
(Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation® and used with permission, see details below*)  

 
Gospel reflection: What do you remember from the gospel story today?  
 
Mary and Joseph travel to Bethlehem. While they are there the time comes for Mary 
to have her baby.  
 
There is no room in the inn and so Mary has her baby in a stable. She wraps Jesus 
up to keep him warm and lays him in a manger full of hay.  
 
Do any of you have little brothers or sisters? Do you remember when they were 
born? Where were they born? How did you feel? 
 
Jesus is a very special baby. Do you know why? 
 
Would you expect such a special and important baby, the Son of God, to be born in 
a stable? Where would you expect him to be born? In a palace surrounded by lots of 
toys and nice things, perhaps? 
 
Many people think that the more money someone has, the bigger their house is or 
the more toys and other nice things someone has, the more important that they are. 
Do you agree? Why? Why not? 
 
But Jesus was born in a stable and Mary and Joseph were not able to give him lots 
of nice things. Do you think this makes him any less important? Why not?  
 
Jesus came to show us a different way to live. How do you think Jesus would like us 
to live our lives? What would he like us to do? 
 
As we celebrate the birth of Jesus today, let’s give thanks for all that we have and try 
to live our lives as he has asked us, as part of one global family. 
 
Intercessions: We celebrate the birth of Jesus and give thanks that he came to 
show us another way to live as we pray together: 
 
We pray for all babies around the world: that they may be loved and cared for and 
grow up to reach their dreams. Lord, hear us... 
 
We pray for all parents around the world: that they may be able to give their children 
a safe and happy childhood. Lord, hear us...   
 
We pray for our parish, family and friends: that we may treat all people the same no 
matter whether they are rich or poor and that we may be generous in sharing all that 
we have with others. Lord, hear us... 
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Closing prayer: God of light, your Son Jesus was born in a stable. Help us to see 
that it does not matter if we are rich or poor, we are all special and loved by you. As 
we celebrate today, may we remember our brothers and sisters around the world. 
Amen.  
 
Activity suggestions 
 
Ask the children to colour in the accompanying illustration and to draw themselves 
visiting Jesus at the stable. Ask them about the sights, sounds and smells that they 
would experience if they were really there. Is it where they would expect to find such 
a special baby? 
 
Get the children to act out the gospel reading.  
 
Ask the children to tell their family all that they have heard and talked about today. 
Ask them to think over the coming week about what is really important in their lives 
and how Jesus would like them to treat others. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Gospel passage taken from: 
 
Good News Translation® (Today’s English Version, Second Edition) 
© 1992 American Bible Society. All rights reserved. 

 
Anglicisation © The British and Foreign Bible Society 1976, 1994, 2004. The copyright for the 
derivative work of Anglicisation pertains only to the text within the Good News Translation (GNT) that 
British and Foreign Bible Society adapted for British literary usage, consistent with Section 103(b) of 
the United States Copyright Act, 17 U.S.C. § 103(b).  

 
Bible text from the Good News Translation (GNT) is not to be reproduced in copies or otherwise by 
any means except as permitted in writing by American Bible Society, 101 North Independence Mall 
East, FL 8, Philadelphia, PA 19106 (www.americanbible.org).                      

 

® 

about:blank

